JOHN BOILEAU served in the Canadian Army for 37 years, retiring as a colonel in 1999.
During his career, he was stationed across Canada and in the United States, Great Britain,
Germany and Cyprus. He is currently Honorary Colonel of The Halifax Rifles (RCAC).

In retirement, John commenced a second career as a writer and has authored a dozen books of
historical non-fiction, as well as hundreds of magazine and newspaper articles. His most recent
book was Too Young to Die: Canada’s Boy Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen in the Second World
War, released in 2016 and co-authored with Dan Black. His next book is about the Halifax
Explosion, to be released later this year.

John is an active director and member of several volunteer organizations, often speaks to various
groups on historical subjects and is a frequent commentator on historical and military matters on
radio and television. In 2012, John received the Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond Jubilee Medal for

his contributions to the history and heritage of Nova Scotia.



